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a set of premium 4x4 tyres courtesyof Maxxis
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Southern Africa



The third instalment of the biennial Tyrexpo Africa,

which took place at the Sandton Convention
Centre on 4-6 March of this year, was of the
typical high standard we've come to expect
from this trade event and its organisers. For the
most part, exhibition stands were professionally
constructed, well manned and eye-catching.
Moreover, the three-day event, which this year,

spanned Thursday to Saturday in response to
3 direct request from the local contingent, ran
like clockwork. As for the mileage the exhibition
was expected to generate, opinion is divided,
with some exhibitors elated with the volume
and quality of business that was transacted and
others citing disappointing figures in terms of feet
through the door.




highly retreadable casings. He added that many European refreaders were
dready successiully retreading certain Chingse makes and urped retreaders 10
evaluale each casing brand separtely, as the brger Ohinese producers were
already commiting o the ‘cradie o grave’ condepl.

Managing the Waste Tyre process

To condude the day's proceadings, Dr. Etienns Human and Des Gaffiths of the
SAIRP, outiived the way forwand with respect to the Wasiz Tyre kezilaion and
s impact on ©ie industry. They spoke it ength about the proposad green fee
that will be used to recover the cost of the waste tyre management process
with respect - Collection and transport of waste Byves to transier sites; storge
and sorting of waste tyres; delvery of wasie fy1es 1o waste GTe processons;
estabishiment and Freament fees for waste tyre peodessors; exiemal audior;
exernal accountant; socid awareness and marketing campaign; SATRP
company adminstraticn,

Dr. Human paintad a picture of the nlematonadl markets, Saiming tha in
Europe, energy recovery had jumped from T1% in 1994 12 30% in 2004. In the
US. about 54% of scmp tyres are used as atematve fuel in cement idns, pup
and paper mills and industial and utlity botiers, whie pround rubber consumies
about 7% of scrap tyres generfed and ciil engineenng consumes 129

More encouraging vet, siockpie abatzment in the LS, had reduced stockpdes
by as auch as 2794 in the vears 1990-20407.

inthe US, atyre-iee is charped &t the deaer level and recovered by he RS 1o
pay for abatement plans, thereby demonstrating the need for a green fee lo
fund the wasie (e management process

“The show was 2 great success for Hoimann Megapian. A contributing.
factor, | bekzve, was that the show tied in wil ofher tyre relsted events
such as the launch of 3 new Firestane tyre which mean that we staried
off with delezates from a over SA. We would like fo keep supportig the

Local tyre manufacturers were sorefy missed

Much ke the past two events, exhibdors and delegates were highlly catical
of the attitude of fhe major tyre manuicirers who chose not to 2xdhibi, with
consensus being reached that therr presence at the country’s onaly dedicated
tyre exhibition would have made a strong stand aganst the profleration of
foeeign brands fut are flooding info South Afca

Sad Suthers: It is encmouwsly Fustrating for us as rganisers and s
chviously disappoining to hose who do invest fime and money n he show
While domestic tyre makers were mostly absent, thar places were filed by
axporers from countnes Bke China, who commanded a virtu monopoly of
1he traders who came (o fhe show. However, as organisers, we wil confinue
our endeavours to encowrage the major manuacturers to exhibit, both to
demonstrate support for ferr customers and the industy & large”

Whether the bz four wil ever see their way clear 1 support a trade event such
as this, which admatedly, is not amed at the man-on-Bie-street, is ulfimately
up to them. One Bing & cerian - ther combned presence & the next event
¥ 2012 would fkely attract support from a greater number of local exhibitors
thereby not ondy boosting the national component, but Jso serng to cement
the contiruty of the ondy dedicatzd tyre exhibition in Alrca.

|, for one, beleve our ndustry needs 3 dedicatzd frade event wuch as this and
would hate o see the show becoming mn exdusve platiorm or foeign tvie
companies 1o showcase their products and senices.

The show returns to the Sandton Convention Centre
on 6-8 March, 2012.
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“Thank you for your axcellent aeganisation of Tyrexpo Africa 2010,
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